424       ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Jews still held aloof. He could not, therefore, seek relief in the thought that his life-work was only tumbling to pieces in the general dissolution that God had decreed for the city of men.
Gibbon has been severely taken to task by Catholic writers for hinting that Augustine may have been troubled in his last days by the thought that the persecution of the Donatists had assisted the invasion by preparing a rebellious body at home. There is really no weighty evidence of an alliance of the Donatists with the invaders, nor does it seem likely that such an alliance would or could be formed in an appreciable degree. The Vandals wanted no Trinitarian allies ; and there must have been few sincere Donatists left in 430. In an earlier letter (ep. 185) to Count Boniface Augustine speaks (in 417) of an Arian, or semi-Arian element amongst the Donatists, and says that some of them were disposed to fraternise with the Goths. It is very possible that some of these semi-Arian Donatists survived until 430, and were admitted to comradeship with the wild Vandals. In any case, the number must have been small, and cannot have had the slightest influence on the issue. The question becomes more serious when we add the discontent of the
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